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Abstract: The right to health is not just one of the examples of human rights, but this concept should
be interpreted as a set of rights and freedoms that are guaranteed by governments so that every human
being can enjoy the highest level of health standards to benefit physically and mentally. This issue
includes high quality health care and healthy living conditions. In this article, the right to the health
of the elderly was analyzed with a descriptive-analytical method and the use of library resources,
emphasizing the international norms of human rights. Examining the international and regional
documents in which the right to health of different sections of the society is discussed in general, as
well as the human rights soft law that pay special attention to the rights of the elderly, such as the
Vienna International Plan of Action on Ageing (1982), The United Nation Principles for Older
Persons (1991), Madrid International Plan of Action on Ageing and also some of European Court of
Human Rights Judgements show that international community expected a special protection of the
elderly regarding the right to health of these groups by ratification of a treaty. This treaty should
contain norms that require governments to adopt a human rights-based approach and take measures
in all areas of the elderly's life, especially in the field of health.

Keywords: Right to Health, Human Rights, The Elderly, International Norms.

Please Cite This Article As: Toutounchian, M (2023). “Analyzing the Right to the Health of the Elderly with
an Emphasis on International Human Rights Norms”. Iranian Health System Law, 1(1): 77-91.

Copyright
This is an open access article distributed under CC BY 4.0 License. © 2024 The Authors.



mailto:mehri.toutounchian@gmail.com

o

< YA Ay (o6 (Jotosrs (uf/!éfﬂr'&;’(lﬁ/u";/\m
o} . L
ing; dllie
(BV-WY Sloio)
& e i . »
s d‘“ S gf;@ilyﬁuwb&’ﬂdcf u sy
» e ) O ]
¥ lesgs e

(Uspo o3t si) -l sl scoodsl S5 olE&lS ¢(535 1o 45 9y e sodhl g loo 5 4k (5 2575 )
Email: mehri.toutounchian@gmail.com

VY NV Ul Gyl VEYN DR i bl g VEYLANE bl du )b VEY/-ONYY el ol

lacsoljl 5 o | shaegoono lpieds b |y parda ool 4Kk b god gmixe (s G G23las 3l (S Boypo uadls 2 5>
Do Kooyhy (g g (coun> oo 3kl pdaws oy YL 5 Wlen  Slusl o B Canl 0dd peends bl gd bawed 45 D50l puands
3l eslitul g o - oy by byl dli > sl plls (S5 Ll o Vo oS b (2blige sladlpe Joli dlls
el Sl (0 28,5 )5 538y 3p9m i g Ml sl 1 25T L il Caodbs 2 35 el i
sobods &S (g iy (3o p oy dluwl Cpuzmen g ol diBld g dxels calisee HLidl CuoMw p 35 yol i ple jobay byl o &S claalais 4
Syl gl oo Jlo ol 5 (53,95l (6l YAAY £ )50 cpg (Jadlipe pladl dol s dle w0 a5 latelles Boi> 4 aolaidl
e G byl o5l (s (i g JluiaS 4 gl 2pole Mallig pladl sy g ol a5l Gizman VAN )50 ialles
sl gy Mol asels il GLadl pl Coda p 3> (ogad p lielle jlolg coles a8 Cunl yol (ol oniad sl
plod )3 (5mlis M55 g iy Bei> e 3,09y S5 35Sl 4 pile |y g a5 ail olaluia (gls 45" Sloy o 1) (slosalee

S Ceds 0jg> )3 o9 el (S5 (gladise;

S 1) ()l Sy & w3l (59, ) g (S i e S e ol dlme ol Bl
534

Al o ol g 4 Blate cllio oyl L] o8> colel ©



mailto:mehri.toutounchian@gmail.com

‘on

W ...mjéj{ﬁuwbuuw{(}’g%

dodde

a1 g coles liol Sl calyS bas b o] cats g Bgi> 5l 0L oS w0l el jLasl 1 (SO lacedle
ol syl (slaog,S alox 4S5 S aialy (o Vslae (5355 (U5 Goi Sl Calex 3590 )3 polee Jallie i
el 2B g pomaie st el g8 5l Colon (gl ST cunl 03903 walyd 1y (gy9lpl3l) olnjloian g L )lno chiiuns
939y o b cilises golgs )3 lacalls a5 Sla ills ales )3, 3gag el asly o) Sludl ool S bais 0S5 oS
o yiwd pae Ml oo yills sl T Slusl ol S Lais Lol yen codlos 35 5 alidee (sladis 4 (w piwd Mt
5 rbligg Sluwge 5 bplio)lon )3 (cogad my> Cale) pis ccwlio Gloyd 5 (oulol lag)ls (uilige slacadlye 4
ol yS Loll e g e SleMbl 5l cbslis pas (g9 Culd)y e b slow 4 canlio Gledbl &l g loyd bl yo
.(Nordenfelt, 2009: 26-53) &5 o g5 5 4 Hlod |y il (ogasay g 01,8l Sl

5 9B o s ofy 561 b lacdgd oges pdlas cpoli j i lgicds codlw p 5> 4 (o yiawd slo J8las el a3
@ @l o wlal B ) (e loyiS Sl 2o 80 L o) @ pdy oo ©ygo LN RS (Sl (bl sladsl
Mlodlip by jlwin 5l sy 50 (bl (ped  .(Heymann et al, 2013: 639-653) wlodges o9 1y (Jaol julas ol )
2 Subyd g slonl (oolail gais Ml Bl VY odle ;300,35 o3l code 3 yel 4yl Gai> 0je> 40
515 2bjyl 2)90 |y less cpl @l )3 pdcdstun 5 (2555l pogad )y LR 5 il el die
o lell g o g dliwl ales I VAVA Cgunn Blod] dpeMel alos yo 5 o loin o) (Yamin, 2005: 1156-1161)
IS oy gils b o dido (g ks 3 o> Sl sla i ol 4 Lidg culss el gy ST iz
2 &> e glaaga L bl o iy Gt gl ool ol (o)l 5 Sl 4y g o cal 0 Bipdye ]y g

(Heymann et al, 2020: 65-66) 595 i yx5 lacdgs (glys € o33P g € 359 &y yolplillue

s o) 6350 Jo o) izl Cudl ;35 o it Sl ) sl (8L J> & 3l g > il
sboloris bawg ojlil da B g 498 (o g (29> 9 Sloyd (pde S &y (g ((iSulyi (il sbcadlye &
L) ol p3Y ol gy Gy & sl 9 (s slp 298 e Malli (sl YlpsY sl 48T L el
Al Slag c59m ) ptio (3 sod 5] cilia 5 390 Caadhs 2 5 bl Lns 390 53 Flasin ol 5L

W Aales wyy liells Cedw 3> 4 baye slalun g b jlubivl jo Colggys 0yS )8 dvgi 590

oMl 2 3> Cunle (Boi> Lyld -

odl ol 4 A8 e Sl den (gl | (oMo 3> Wl oo e Jallonn g (JEI do ((Bois gn o5 Conl (0
413105 p3yo Codlas b b )3 (sige 103 (ol 4 () L lodgd &8 Jlone S L5 gty o8> sloogz lag Ban
CoMw 3l cblis g cpondd & Cowd Jld 5,5 U Ko jbly lacded a5 sl (pl (ol Bua aSly g il
3l dgzge ol grhans (g5l (gl (M Sl po Tedly g anal axdls oLl

308 B dngi Dyg0 (w9 (o) celoin] codlos Jlo (glyp) Cilise slaais ) canl San balus] codlos ¢ IS joboas
oMo 3> oSl cusline (lojls doliwlil doio y3 ol ebods 5 Mdlip xelxe ;> Cawgllas (ETK, 2011: 1-12)
ol (3> ol Db o Slad] g () (e Cundy Sy glsisd b (SIFU L lon QB lgisd ki
oo sl &85 1,8 AST 3)90 ity o> (Sloa areMel YO odle 53 & Wil pe JEN) 1Is p 5> pre polis S



o

c ‘)i ¥y Ay (J)lu(: U}lu» (uf/fé-’ﬂ’&;’ rU;/‘/W M
o ° . »

«Shhgs dloxiye (o3l 5 ol oy 9 oD &S Bl 51395 52 (SN S s 1015 35 Sy 145 NS (0 g0 paS 3250
(Solor 5o Pl 3 latnl (5906 Slats 1 3)l5 3 (i S el 1y U (S5 (Sl St g Sn ol

P NS o5 i ) Cedl 3 gl B> Sl 4ol b alitie (oBg) 4 (Mol Slinlas g slinl 5l plS s
2 wlol ais I (S oM 3kl pdasw p 5V 1 ylayed a8 sl s by Sl cusligy lojle deliwll
s230 delisll 1 Jgl oobe 53 oyl proMe sl ¢ sslazn] by coolal Loyl o solyns wilis 015 ool Lans oty b
Bad pdyo dad bawgl oM gl (SKew pdaw (p YL @ olowwd & Canl 0 o pal S o lo 1) lojle Gan a8
018 3551 WY ool o3 (i) g (seloinl conlatdl oi> Gline 3 (elibe 3,09, Al Sl cuilige lojls (Lol
9 9 o Sl Jb oy @S 4 ) S 3 Gl cnl Bk lacdyy =V )b ke j5je 0dle ful
Jobs 0,8 wialgs 3551 o ol JolS slistasl gy ltso (il b (slocdgd &S gyl —Y Eatuslis o Capous) 4 gl sSan
o £ Wl 0y el 5 5085 e 9 S po g EABgt0 030 ise el —ill 1393 SblsS D y9el el (slys p3Y ol
g jlons sl g SlB> - (cogr = pSden Slais o wleo 9 5Ky —g 1ler @er I (ixieo Callagy g lare Cudligy S0
4 M) g0 pges (sl (Kb SSeS g (Kb galye sl (dlyt uslio bl slogl =3 tlacgslen ol e ISy rinen

€oloss

sl i § oo 4y (g acudlie Jold oS 295 o0 guome oMy 32 5l Capad (i pine lgieds ol
Ll 55 spmlin 2l et iasalil g o o 2 s e e 035 s ol (g o3l 3]
L4z )5 18 o)Ll 3)90 VY 0dle yd a5 lelee alS".(Baer et al, 2016: 206-217) 5,.5 oo 4l 1> 55 1) pllw bawro o Jaas
Oleyd sl bl a4y awyiwd 9 Coodlaw djlailin] pdaw (YL 4 oliwd 3> Aid )ys ke BB Cuenl
slasl s plos oSS & o 3] oo Mallons gmedlsiS 15355 S gme S S5ke Sl sl ol 3 ko
dod g8y GgmlsiS 9 (U5 adde Gams JSGI 48T 08 gmalsiS cudglno gl ol g (gpmilyiS v (slaodlgils

sl 48,5 )3 08T 5 0,51 590 (00135 Lnms JIS1

SSopel JSgp g s Boi> ()5 spdio pdye gy B> ()3l auiie dlexl pdy s> (sldilate Sl 3 3>

Llodly )8 ds g5 390 1,

Boi il Bl ) )l e b sl oMl B g2 (olsl slaodll 5 st Bsi> 4 plinl e
Hho bloyl Ols 3 bm opiy 3 cp ool b Codls 3 doni)d cdiid diusly )05 & (Sl cuwl S g iy
Boi> sl ol Blas yin S o elain] Gai> (a3 3)lse > s 3> .(Heymann et al, 2020: 236) 5, (S5
Ol (S0 (6l (6598 b S 3l cge 350 (sl Al & Cunl sl LB (63])90 53 yal cpl il A8 o Sl 5050
G Ly Sop bl el pis icwliol 4ds Wle (63190 13 Cuxsg oyl (Fredman, 2018: 214) 54

V- é) Cwl ui.«o 6)9)Aé dLh”l.)

(ool g (o Boi> Blie Aol lailaie 5 (Sl lie Slul 3 gy o3l Goi (S Ol Cle 3>
G 2150yl gmmlsiS uslusl slagdlil g s o Sl Coles gyl (ogmmlyiS adglae (sl 231 i gy
2 Blige 5 odlo yud 53 iy o &ipeS sl BS 15 i g lolid 2)90 p3p0 5 s> 2l B ol
Ololudl oS s AlSe Lacdgd g dgu 0 gmire (6l (pdlis Bsi> | (S5 ol g cub bl ols 3 b bl



‘on

Nz ...mjéj{ﬁuwbuuw{(}’g%

Rietiker, 2016: ) was pbsl (565 4 el (il58] Gua b 15,51y slagilows 9 0385 gw (0 pipe 5l diee) 2 1) os
(21-62

2G> e Cpgody ply Goi> | Coles 2bg)l (eeilelS Al wf)ide gl bl g )3 &5 Cul D4 oY
Y oolo aose) Ol 3o a4 asly glalesl 8,5 Las 0 b iy 5eis gyl 6Bl Lol el 03,5 ppoud 1) oM
Loyl ys y3 olSald Jlas 51l 03l 51,3 ST 3y90 b 3 L1y 3> ol 4 gy Glods g oM > o) (yguuless
2l g amuslgiS ¥ oodle dlae Cuwl (San gy 4y awyiwd Cudgiie b (Sbp slcudlie 4 awjiwd pas Al ol
3 bl g glilon b lalp Jdoay ) Sl B A8 pis G (oligyl o3 4B ptin 3 igd (AB & e
&l € pliw )il ade Bg3g» aad (> e (gly .ol odly )8 (5ds 5550 (JluinS 31,81 5l cnliol (slacdlye 5 oloys
2> bakly Y ok gasge Sl 3 Al a5 cusl bl ool (pluiells LB 1 el 4 Mo Jlow (5040 &
WYole Lyl 3 (at dawlgd (Fedl by 4l 03> Fy cCunl 030> )8 g pal 350 £ odle jd a5 AVole o pld
S 29 4 @ gl avgdlze (European Court of Human Rights, 2008: 6-7) cusl oai (a8 lalgs wls 3> &gy
sl o prdans prouds 45 dmd o )3 (a5 o Iy cumbly ol 395 (61T 50 o0l elein 0gn yd gy clagas 39y B o
Dieterlen, 2009: 161-) 3)ls  Stws byouiS Jlo oblgs a5 ¢ Sloyd sla gy g bagyld s ouw yiwd paws alorjl o S5
8 5l isre puoldy )y dgg Lacdgy o (gaiailyy pdaw (3 aS" (g0l slacuglay Judoay oS cusly cds Wb #8ly) (165

P9 Bl eyl > oMo

D9 05 oguna 5y (B9 Bpdban I (S By oDl 2 (3> poda 48 Cusl (pl il y3 i Sl ks o (e
Sl 2 bl 045 (e o> Lausgs 45 3905y lagoljl 5 358> | Slasgazo lyist 1L ) pordo cnl oS
o Vb cuinS b ziligy ccudle Jols dllas ol 9 2ie0 00 9y 5 s Ceodhs 3,105kl o 3,5V 51 Sl
ojg Sl 4 @2y S preal > CS)lie wile el gladir L 3> ol Gromes ol @l (S5 Laulys
Gianesini, 2013: ) s)b clainl Jld (g0gy0ad b 005 dlaly coods 3 3> pore pmoldd oyl b dbl o 0 Coodluo

(155-174

e Sigs ypuis ~¥
> Jlos! 093) ocss J o 53§ (i 5 (oloial soleatl s liso WY sl B > s s 5 it
b bl 3 Sl odalee gun aSinl wéide ) Sl gaw )3 3> cnl Gy S OLiS 9250 o3le slie &) s by
8l pl codas 3 5l Coles (gl (awll (gyl3) lais s lg o Blice VY 0dlo slao Lol o)l 3g5g JluinS ol )31 5ea
ol sl 0l (2Ll (IS g waee Sl ©ygody (Sinjd g (elaia] orlaBl Gois ol Blue e D9 Cgume
Sinp 5 elainl (LBl g a8 b 255 O y5r5e Bl (e ] sl el o sl 005 Crge S
(odlaidl goi> b bliyl o gae ey o i)li5 p o)l ly s o slanl 5 (obaidl ¢l)od lawg &S
AlSton, ) 3jls o0 5 lise Olyyie youd & g5 J)las dilsg pbol (sliwly )3 ol odd ol Siny ¢ elais]
i e Cou |y oldwsg 5 bl gas el sl i)liS wyp il e dueS opl (1987: 332-381
LS o lo i glaojes jo 1) Bl Wy yie (sline (yarie (rdogl § Clblgiddny youd)d dineS WS o )] «lialine
pladl aes” ((Riedel, 2002: 346) 3,5 oo 5,8 drwgi g Jodad 9 2,5 3y50 ColS J8 & dleS gy &5 Sloj «blBgl 2
Golas | (B lsime g lae (8 Logydy, o] s 45 45 oo € sagas slaoB > plgie cod oo b5 (sl 4
229 dgd 1 dueS S s g basl (Pinto & Sigal, 2018: 172) sl o (Sinyd 9 (clon! golaidl 5oa>

L European Court of Human Rights 2008. Dodov v. Bulgaria, Application No. 59548/00, Judgement of 17 January 2017.



o

':j oY Ay :J;f Ny~ (J;f 09 zul/léfll’&;’ (lﬁ/w IANY
SV ’ *

TNsd e pSate i glacdgy )3 (Simyd 5 (elaal galaill ok Cundy ()1 sl 036yl sla ol gsd
B9 oS S ppad 3 VY Jlo I «JgandlSan (29 9 oo Codl Sl cnyiee Sl @il Sl 82 3
L 3> ol @ @l) Woslad (ogee (slmolnd (B)15 35 Ve e e Jlo o Colagys 085 )18 (Sin b g (eloia] (soladl
5 Cedligy (S sk Loy 2 oMo 2 3o & WS o 18T aeS it ] 51 5l BISLL 5 Tty g
oS St S gy aiyd 05 )18 4oyl )90 sor50 sladine] )3 A @e 3509y ()5l 3 b bl el
B> dieS .Cuwl polio pladl ccdgn dalsg ¢ goslw oy WS S > Bl )0 zydie Gei> JolS glal Casyd gy
s g9 dw (Kb 5 elainl coalatdl 3o (3lie VY o0l I 56 Slagas b bL3)I o (Simjd g olaza] (golail

(Riedel et al, 2014: 18) ((gios) | 2] 5 clslis ¢plyinl s tgsd 5] 15,k & ol 03508 g (s

elein] = cwlow Cundg 9 STy ol i 3 E)B 23l den  wyiwd Lacdgd oS cunl opl Codlw 3> 4 plyis] 5l dguaie
Wl Sy gbligg Slos 4 |y SelBpe e o b (bgzaly daculsl cwusly;l cos o8l ¢ Wl alos 5l ¢ Sgds> —
TS5 3gdme b gie ¢ i mSund g Sleyd

@ Golue (opid Glp |y (g 98 cugal o) o5V sulys Wb cdgy o5 cunl ol cblis 4 aqws I dguaie
2 6§ paand Ay .08 261 Dga g0 )] Calisre Sluwhe g ol lawgi a5 oM b lad o Sloss ¢ iilagy slacudlys
CatiS 5 (Dgs pw yand 5 (6l (GRS oMl 5 Culling Lisu (il pogad &S A8 Jols luebl b lacd g diwly oy

(Tobin, 2019: 120) cuws cusligy Sloss

WY ojloss (oges (solSad 5IYY o Y8 clans )5 .l ((3a59) Lypl 4 damd ) D939 Blice VY 0dlo )3 daS™ (gdpnl ypoguo

Gy 388> giyaby eudie &S Codlw (o Cunluw HL bacdgs (Jlio lgicds wcul oads by Tial 4 e 51 idlas
.(Meier et al, 2018: 103) a5l coguas 4 1y il coMas pllss S50 (sld5)) Bun b CooMs p 3> 50

2 oS bl 93 e T ks (Bib sl 0S5 a8 Cedle g 3> @Bly) 9 A & 39 lags I plaS e Bl
P OPpree G e sl SRy Jke bl wb Sl Glesd g b byy dagyls M p 3 Jloel sl
g Slosd bl Clgd Sy o Cuns (pl (929290 jl dguaie LIl Cllae CudST (B 5 (139298 BB (3920t
et o Cndg oyl 4 S oald (506 9 2limgy @3l8lg> bl el ples )3 p350 plas (sl 1 cslio g JolS
pie =) 5l Wjle & ABb o wree paie sz 3525 g yied ) Il dgalie Ccunl iy B 2les Sam g 381 S
Asher, 2010: 61-) GleMbl 45 ow yiuwd =¥ £ 0gadpo & yoybe b (olaiBl s yiwd =V € Sou8 wyiwd =Y § xS
5 418l plisl Ll (S BT a5 51l iblage Sloss 5 LISl &S o sl ol (200 dy BB 3l 2geaiie (62
5 Ol &S cuwl (pl 3900 5l dguate Coles)d bl cuslio 35 CBun drols p KSb Kinyd Has 5l b b e
7l S | g canlio 5 (S 5 oale 5551 1 a2l o8 BB Kim b o 1 1l S rogle o it o

el el ple sbisl Jlos] culls —¥

2. Compilation of Guidelines on the form and Content of Reports to be Submitted by States Parties to the International Human Rights Treaties,
UN Doc.

3. General Comment No.14: The Right to the Highest Attainable Standard of Health (Art.12 ICESCR).

4. General Comment No.14: The Right to the Highest Attainable Standard of Health (Art.12 ICESCR).

5. Statement by the Committee on the evaluation of the obligation to take steps to the "maximum available resources" under an Optional
Protocol to the Covenant, E/2008/22-E/C.12/2007/3, annex.VII1. 2008.

6. CESCR, General Comment No.21: The Right of Everyone to Take Part in Cultural Life (Art.15(1)(a) ICESCR), UN Doc.E/C.12/GC/21.
2009.
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